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Finalists Announced for TechColumbus Innovation Awards

On Thursday, February 5, 2009 the 2008 TechColumbus Innovation Awards will recognize outstanding achievements in technology leadership and innovation at the Greater Columbus Convention Center.  From a record number of entries from individuals and companies in all disciplines and industries, 13 winners will be honored and the region's progress as an emerging tech center will be celebrated.

Dr Alice Epitropoulos, a cataract and refractive surgeon with Ophthalmic Surgeons and Consultants and Medical Director of Epico LLC, has been named a finalist for the Outstanding Woman in Technology category.  “It is an honor to be a finalist for this award and recognized for our innovations.  I am looking forward to the event and to be surrounded by my peers, colleagues and mentors,” commented Dr Epitropoulos.
Dr Epitropoulos invented and patented the EpiGlare Tester which is a medical device to document visual disability caused by glare from sunlight or headlights.  This will be particularly useful in measuring bothersome glare in patients who have cataracts.  The technology has the potential to play a crucial role in improving clinical care and to address a multi-billion dollar public safely issue. Currently Dr. Epitropoulos is conducting research on reducing astigmatism using a new device called the Terry Astigmatome. She is the first doctor in the country to use this device in the office at the slit lamp to reduce astigmatism.  She is cofounder and Vice President of The Physicians Assurance Corporation (TPAC), a physician-owned health insurance company geared to provide stability in health insurance premiums for small and medium size businesses.  She along with several other physicians in Central Ohio are devoted to finding a solution to the current health care crisis.
The TechColumbus Innovations Awards celebrate and honor individuals and teams in a variety of disciplines. Each category is an important component of the technology and innovation community. Receiving the top honor showcases an individual or team which is dramatically impacting Central Ohio and beyond.  For more information about TechColumbus and the Innovation Awards, visit http://www.techcolumbusinnovationawards.org.

COMPANY AWARD CATEGORIES 

Outstanding Startup Business 

Outstanding Product (company with less than 50 employees/more than 50) 

Outstanding Service (company with less than 50 employees/more than 50)
Outstanding Technology Team 

Minority Owned Enterprise 

Green Innovation 

Innovation in Non-Profit Service Delivery 

INDIVIDUAL AWARD CATEGORIES 

Executive of the Year (company with less than 50 employees/more than 50)
Outstanding Woman in Technology 

Inventor of the Year  
